Inhibition of food intake in rats by the K+ channel opener cromakalim.
We studied the effect of the K+ channel opener cromakalim, which exhibits antihypertensive properties, on food intake in rats. Intraperitoneally injected cromakalim induced a dose-dependent (0.1, 0.5, and 1.0 mg/kg body wt.) reduction in food intake, which was associated with an inhibition of gastric emptying. The anorectic effect was not influenced by subdiaphragmatic vagotomy. Cromakalim's anorectic effect did not appear to be due to a learned taste aversion. Therefore, an intact abdominal vagus is not a prerequisite for cromakalim's anorectic effect.